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AMEMBASSY NASSAU 

UNCLAS MARTINIQUE 0392 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, BF, FM, FW 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AMERICAN AIRLINES APPLICATION FOR CARIBBEAN ROUTES. 
REF: MARTINIQUE 041, STATE 224524 

1 . WE CONTINUE TO PLACE IMPORTANCE ON ADEQUATE SERVICES BY U.S. 

AIR CARRIERS TO THE FRENCH ANTILLES FOR THE REASONS SET FORTH 
IN OUR REFTEL ABOVE. IF ANYTHING, THE MATTER IS NOW MORE 
PRESSING, PARTICULARLY FOR GUADELOUPE WHICH PUT SEVERAL 
HUNDRED NEW HOTEL ROOMS INTO OPERATION IN THE PAST YEAR, ONLY TO 
FIND A DISASTROUS SUMMER SEASON ON ITS HANDS BECAUSE OF THE 
VOLCANIC DISTURBANCES IN BASSE-TERRE. AT PRESENT GUADELOUPE S 
HOTEL INDUSTRY IS IN A RUINOUS SITUATION, WITH OCCUPANCY RUNNING 
PERHAPS 10 PERCENT, AND THE OUTLOOK FOR THE WINTER SEASON IS POOR, 
GIVEN THE LIKELIHOOD THE VOLCANO PROBLEM WILL LIKELY CONTINUE 
FOR SOME MONTHS. 

2. DURING A RECENT TRIP TO GUADELOUPE, SEVERAL BUSINESS LEADERS 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE TO ME THAT AMERICAN AIRLINES WOULD EVENTUALLY 
BE ALLOWED TO TAKE OVER THE SUSPENDED PAN AM SERVICES. WE HAVE HEARD 
THE SAME VIEWS FROM MARTINIQUAN BUSINESSMEN WHO, SIMILARLY TO 
THEIR GUADELOUPEAN COUNTERPARTS, BELIEVE A GROWING TOURIST TRADE 

IS A MUST FOR HEALTHY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN GUADELOUPE ATTACHES SO MUCH IMPORTANCE 
TO AMERICAN AIRLINES. PROSPECTS OF REPLACING PAN AM THAT IT IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CONSIDERING DESPATCHING A TOURIST OFFICE DELEGATION TO WASHINGTON 
TO INFORMALLY ACQUAINT U.S. OFFICIALS ( PRESUMABLY STATE AND CAB) 
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WITH THE PROBLEM AS THEY SEE IT. 

4. ON THIS LAST POINT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S 
ADVICE WHETHER A VISIT TO WASHINGTON BY SUCH A CCI OR TOURIST 
OFFICE GROUP WOULD BE USEFUL. WE NOTED THAT SOME OF OUR CONTACTS, 

BOTH IN MARTINIQUE AND GUADELOUPE, FEARED THAT SUCH A VISIT 
MIGHT BE MISCONSTRUED AS INTERFERENCE IN A INTERNAL U.S. PROBLEM 
AND THUS CONTERPRODUCTIVE. PLEASE ADVISE. 

SHACKLETON 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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